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HistoryMuseum



Telling the Story of Our City’s Rich Ethnic & Industrial Heritage

As a City Located on the Historic Erie Canal & Mighty Niagara River

314 Oliver Street 
North Tonawanda, New York 14120

(716) 213-0554 

e-mail:  nthistorymuseum@aol.com  - website: www.nthistorymuseum.org
Museum Hours:  Mondays 9 a.m.  to   9 p.m., Tuesdays 9 a.m. to 9 p.m., Thursdays 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Fridays 9 a.m. to noon; Also open by appointment; admission free; donations accepted
September 2007

2007 EVENTS & ACTIVITIES – MARK YOUR CALENDAR!  YOU’RE INVITED!
In the event of inclement weather, necessary cancellations or postponements of 

Museum events will be listed on Channel 2, 4, and 7 and on WBEN radio.

SPECIAL EVENT – PARTICIPANTS NEEDED!
Fridays, October 13, 20, & 27, 2007 – 7 to 10 p.m. – 2nd  Haunted Gardens on the EEEErie Canal in the North Tonawanda Botanical Gardens, 1825 Sweeney Street –YOUTH GROUPS, SCHOOL CLASSES, OTHER VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!    We want interested youth groups and individual volunteers of all ages to participate in preparing and performing historical and scary skits and tableaus and assisting with other responsibilities.  Community service opportunities for students and youth group members.  Come help us haunt the Haunted Hayride, the Guided Spooky Stroll, and the Haunted Greenhouse.  Call the Museum ASAP!
OUR 2007 “SPEAKERS IN THE HUMANITIES” LECTURE SERIES
These programs, which are free and open to the public, are made possible through the support of the New York Council for the Humanities’ Speakers in the Humanities Program.  All four programs take place at the Sutherland Lodge, 1400 Ruie Road, North Tonawanda.
· Thursday, September 20, 2007, at 6:30 p.m. - “Dutch Influence on the American Kitchen and Life” by Peter G. Rose – Food historian Peter G. Rose explores the foodways brought to America by the Dutch more than three centuries ago. These foodways were adapted to new circumstances.  Slides of 17th century Dutch art works depicting various foodstuffs are part of this lecture.  Ms. Rose has lectured on a variety of topics related to Dutch-American culinary history at, among others, the Smithsonian Institute, the National Gallery of Art, the Culinary Institute of America, New York University, and the New York Historical Society, as well as many other historical societies and libraries in New York State.  She is an author, columnist, lecturer, and food historian.  
· Saturday, October 20, 2007, at 2 p.m. – “Feet, Hooves, and Rails:  Transportation in Nineteenth Century America.” – Dr. J. Ward Regan.  This lecture follows the development of transportation from the pre-industrial period to the introduction of the combustion engine in the early 20th century.  The Transportation Revolution, as it is sometimes called, encompassed a wide range of successes and failures, and goes well beyond the introduction of steam power.  The talk begins with the era of canal building in New York and continues through to the rise of the railroad all the way to the automobile.  The presentation encompasses an examination of the technological innovations and ideological shifts that changed transportation and transformed the United States into a world power.  It will also address the central role played by New York City in this process.  J. Ward Regan has a Ph.D. in Labor and Cultural History from SUNY Stony Brook.  He teaches history and philosophy at New York University and has also taught at the Pratt Institute of Art and Design and Bard College.  Additionally, he has worked in off-Broadway theater and independent film in New York for over 15 years, and currently speaks and performs in and around New York City.  His one-man show, “A Paranoid’s Guide to History,” was part of the 2005 Boulder International Fringe Festival.  
· Thursday, November 8, 2007, at 6:30 p.m. – “El Dia de los Muertos:  The Mexican Celebration of Life” – Professor Susan Aberth.  This celebration takes place annually on November 2 and combines the Spanish Catholic feast of All Soul’s Day with the pre-Conquest Indian rituals of death.  This presentation provides a stunning visual survey of the altars, food, objects, and cemetery observances connected with this unique Mexican holiday.  Susan Aberth received her Ph.D. in Art History from the Graduate Center of the City University of New York.  She is currently Assistant Professor of Art History at Bard College (Annandale-on-Hudson, NY) where she specializes in Latin American Art.  In 2000-2001, she received a Professional Development Fellowship from the College Art Association and the National Endowment for the Humanities.  Susan Aberth just published Leonara Carrington:  Surrealism, Alchemy and Art (Lund Humphries, London, 2004) which is the first book in English to survey the life and work of the Mexican Surrealist (British born) Leonara Carrington.  It is also published in Spanish by Turner, Madrid.
· Saturday, December 8, 2007, at 2 p.m. – “The Forgotten Holidays” – Ms. Peter G. Rose – Ms. Rose returns with a lecture that explains the practices brought here by the Dutch settlers in the 17th century that had a lasting impact on American life.  The talk includes the changes that took place, not only in the present-day celebration of Christmas, but also in the festivities surrounding New Year’s, Pinkster (which became an African American holiday) and other events that are cause for celebration, such as the birth of a child.  Slides illustrating the various festive occasions are part of this lecture.  
SPECIAL FUN EVENT FOR FAMILIES AND CHILDREN OF ALL AGES!
· Saturdays, October 13, 20, and 27 – 7 to 10 p.m. – North Tonawanda Botanical Gardens – 1825 Sweeney Street (between East Robinson St. and Walck Rd.):
· Guided Spooky Stroll:
Adults - $5, children 5-16 – $2.50, age 4 or under FREE
· Haunted Hayride:
Adults - $5, children 5-16 - $2.50, age 4 or under FREE
Provided by Hartland Carriages
· Haunted Greenhouse:     Free admission; seasonal refreshments for sale
Provided by Gullo’s Macaroni Grill

Advance sale tickets available by mail or phone order.  Master Card and Visa Card accepted.  


Special group rates available on request. 

AWARDS & RECOGNITION

      The North Tonawanda History Museum was awarded a 2007 Certificate of Commendation from the Upstate History Alliance (UHA) for its Guided & Self-guided Interpretive Tours program, which include its 2006 publication of a self-guided tour book, the guided history walks the Museum has hosted for 16 weeks during the summer tourist season since 2004, its 2005 Historic Treasures Tour of ten historic homes, and its two previous years of Historic Gardens Tours, and the 2006 Ethnic Heritage Festival:  North Tonawanda:  A Celebration of Our Diversity!  These competitive awards are presented annually by the Upstate History Alliance in an effort to recognize the outstanding work being done in the museum community. The North Tonawanda History Museum is one of only 11 organizations being recognized this year. The Upstate History Alliance is a non-profit museum service organization which provides support, advice, and training to historical societies, museums, historians and others interested in history in upstate New York. Each year its Award of Merit program recognizes outstanding and innovative projects in the history and museum community.  The North Tonawanda History Museum has been a member organization since it was chartered in April 2004.  The North Tonawanda History Museum was presented with the award at the Opening Reception of the Upstate History Alliance/Museum Association of New York Annual Conference hosted by the Everson Museum of Art in Syracuse, NY on Sunday April 15th. A full list of 2007 Award winners is available on the UHA website, www.upstatehistory.org. 

     At a luncheon and ceremonies at Kloc’s Blossom Grove on Seneca Creek Road in West Seneca, on Sunday afternoon, May 20, North Tonawanda was recognized by the presentation of two 2006 Citizen of the Year Awards by the readers of the Am-Pol Eagle, Western New York’s weekly Polish-American newspaper.  Honored were the Pierogi Makers of Our Lady of Czestochowa Church, who received the Citizen of the Year-Good Neighbor Award, and Donna Zellner Neal, Director of the North Tonawanda History Museum, who was presented the Citizen of the Year-Heritage Award.  Neal was recognized for “her efforts at promoting and preserving the ethnic heritage of North Tonawanda as founder and director of the 3-year old North Tonawanda History Museum in establishing regular educational programming reaching high school and college students, nursing home residents, and the general public across the entire region; ethnic Christmas programs; the bi-annual Ethnic Heritage Festival; the publication of a number of books and a weekly column on local history in the Tonawanda News; and the development of numerous tours.”
RECENT GRANTS & SUPPORT

· Niagara County - $5,000 – 2007 – For Phase II - The Lumber City History Center

· NYS Department of Parks, Recreation & Historic Preservation - Senate Member Initiative Grant from Senator George D. Maziarz - $10,000 – 2007 - For Lumber City History Center

· Max & Victoria Dreyfus Foundation - $5,000 for Equipment for Lumber City History Center – 2007

· Museums for America Grant from The Institute for Museum & Library Services - $37,900 for staff salaries and benefits – 2007 – 2008
GUIDED HISTORY WALKS AND SELF-GUIDED TOURS
   Our 4th year of offering 90-minute guided history walks changed from a one-night a week for 16 weeks event to a by advance reservation only event.  We were able to take groups on specifically tailored walks, including children from the YWCA Summer Camp program and adults from Northgate Healthcare Center.
   We hosted our 3rd Annual Historic Gardens Contest and Tour.  Linda Hankinson, Margaret Cheeley, and Dale Rogers were the judges this year and reviewed the developing format of the 3-year old project.  They have great plans for expanding and improving the tour for next year.  It is NOT TOO EARLY to register to have your garden included in next year’s tour.  Contact the Museum!
   “North Tonawanda:  The Lumber City,” our 32-page book, designed as a self-guided walking & driving tour guide, sponsored in part by the Seaway Trail Corporation and financed in part with funds from the New York Council for the Humanities, a State affiliate of the National Endowment for the Humanities continued to be popular for those who wished to do their own tour and has also been distributed for use in schools.  A $2 donation is requested.
April to August 2007 Events:

North Tonawanda’s Birthday Party Celebration:
    At this year’s birthday party, 150 years of the shared history of North Tonawanda, Wheatfield, and the Town and City of Tonawanda was celebrated.  The celebration on Saturday, April 21 in the ballroom of the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks Lodge #860 at 21 Main Street in North Tonawanda was our 4th annual “North Tonawanda’s Birthday Party” celebration.   
   The year 2007 marks the 150th anniversary of what is the modern day City of North Tonawanda officially returning to be part of the Town of Wheatfield after an unsuccessful 3-year trial as part of a 2-county/2-town village.  For the eight years following April 6, 1857, until North Tonawanda was ready to advance to being an incorporated village on May 8, 1865, North Tonawanda was governed by the Town of Wheatfield.  Present day Martinsville and Gratwick sections were annexed to North Tonawanda in the ensuing years, but North Tonawanda, and the hamlets of Martinsville and Gratwick, remained part of the Town of Wheatfield as the Village of North Tonawanda, until we made the further advancement on April 24, 1897 to becoming an incorporated city.  
   North Tonawanda, as the hamlet of Niagara, had been part of the Town of Wheatfield prior to its inclusion for the three-year period in the Village of Tonawanda and remained part of the Town of Wheatfield during this period as well.  The Village of Tonawanda, for the three years from January 7, 1854 until April 6, 1857 included three wards on the south side of the Erie Canal/Tonawanda Creek in Erie County and one ward on the north side of the Erie Canal/Tonawanda Creek in Niagara County.  
   This uniquely created village did not have longevity.  Although North Tonawanda has always shared much in common with our sister community, our attempt at a joint municipality ended three years later when the State Legislature officially removed North Tonawanda from the Village of Tonawanda, returning North Tonawanda to the Town of Wheatfield.
    The event also celebrated the 3rd anniversary of the North Tonawanda History Museum’s having been granted its provisional charter as a museum (April 20, 2004); North Tonawanda’s 110th anniversary as a city on April 24, and its 142nd anniversary as a village on May 8, the 120th anniversary of St. Peter’s Lutheran Brethren Church, the 100th anniversary of Third Presbyterian Church (April 29), and the 60th anniversary of St. Joseph’s Roman Catholic Church.  
   This year, however, the main focus of the annual celebration was on the Sesquicentennial Celebration – the beginning of the 40-year period following the State Legislature’s granting North Tonawanda permission to withdraw from the 3-year-old Village of Tonawanda on April 6, 1857.  From 1836 until its incorporation as a City, including the three year period during which we were part of the Village of Tonawanda, North Tonawanda was governed by the Town of Wheatfield.  We are grateful for this nurturing by the Town of Wheatfield.
     Joining in our celebration and issuing proclamations were North Tonawanda Mayor Lawrence V. Soos, Town of Wheatfield Supervisor Timothy Demler, City of Tonawanda Mayor Ronald Pilozzi, Senator George D. Maziarz, and Peter E. Smolinski representing the Niagara County Legislature.  North Tonawanda City Historian A. Daniel Bille, Town of Wheatfield Historian Charles Cederman, the new Town of Wheatfield Historical Society, the Historical Society of North German Settlements in Western New York, the Railroad Museum of North Tonawanda, the North Tonawanda Public Library, Wheatfield schools, the Historical Society of the Tonawandas, Town of Tonawanda Historian John Percy, and the Chamber of Commerce of the Tonawandas joined with us in our celebration.  Visit the North Tonawanda History Museum On-line under Events & Activities to see photos of the event.
Preservation Month Bus Tour:
   For the second year, the North Tonawanda History Museum, the Historical Society of North German Settlements in Western New York, and the Sanborn Area Historical Society collaborated on a Preservation Month Bus Tour.  The Historical Association of Lewiston is joined as well in promoting this year’s tour.  The May 19, 2007, tour included a visit to the Cobblestone Society Museum in Childs, with a tour of seven historic buildings and two talks by Museum Director Bill Lattin; lunch at Tillman’s Historic Village Inn; and a tour of the Medina Railroad Museum (including a Big Train cookie, coffee, tea, or juice.  On the way back, there was a stop for ice cream cones at a drive-in turned into a restaurant. Visit the North Tonawanda History Museum On-line under Events & Activities to see photos of the event.  Plans are in the works for a Niagara Historic Trail bus tour in May 2008.  
3rd Annual Dinner and Meeting:

    At the 3rd annual dinner and meeting of the Museum held in the banquet hall of Pane’s Restaurant on June 21, a copy of the 3rd Annual Report of the Museum was issued to each attendee. The 990 for 2006 was on display.  A presentation on the Museum’s Lumber City History Center project created with the assistance of Hadley Exhibits was the focus of the meeting.  The presentation provided attendees with a preview of the exciting concept the Museum Board plans for the new history center facility and Twin Cities Welcome Center.  A prospectus about the project was distributed to guests. 

   The Museum Board announced that it has initiated its fundraising efforts directed at the purchase of 54 Webster Street.  A “5 & 10” campaign has begun, focusing on the building’s long history as a 5&10 cent variety store.  Museum representatives plan to also incorporate a replica of the Sugar Bowl, another long-time Webster Street institution, an event hall, a reference library, a Lumber City Gift Shop, and other features into the completed project.  Visit the North Tonawanda History Museum On-line under Events & Activities to see photos of the event.
Used Book Sales:

   Thanks to a kind member and supporter, we were able to continue the tradition begun in 2006 during our first History Weekend of holding a used book sale.  Thanks to many other supporters for their donation of used books for the sale as well.  Thanks to Kevin Gersh and Gersh Experience at 621 Payne Avenue, we were able to host two used book sales, hot dog, cookies and lemonade sales this year on June 30 and on August 18.

Canal Fest of the Tonawandas:

Our heartfelt thanks to all who volunteered at the booth and throughout the week this year as we participated in our 4th annual Canal Fest of the Tonawandas.  Visit the North Tonawanda History Museum On-line under Events & Activities to see photos of this year’s booth.
Visit of the Lois McClure:

  At the invitation of Mayor Soos, the North Tonawanda History Museum participated in the August 1 visit to North Tonawanda by the Lois McClure, a replica of an 1862 canal schooner created by the Lake Champlain Maritime Museum in Basin Harbor, Vermont, part of a statewide tour by the vessel in partnership with the Erie Canalway National Heritage Corridor and the New York State Canal Corporation.  Museum volunteers welcomed visitors to the tour the vessel and shared information on the area’s cultural offerings.  Visit the North Tonawanda History Museum On-line under Events & Activities to see photos of the event.
Historic Treasures Tour 2007:
   The 2nd Bi-annual Historic Treasures Tour on August 5 was a success.  Our profound thanks to all the volunteers and especially to the owners of the historic homes included in the tour for their participation!  
  The Board of Trustees of the North Tonawanda History Museum express their thanks to the eleven homeowners who worked with us for this year's (August 5) tour of historic homes, the more than eighty volunteers who participated in the event, Keri Gullo of Gullo's Macaroni Grill for providing the outdoor cafe for refreshments, Dale Jenks of Hartland Carriages for again providing his elegant Cinderella carriage rides, Joe Cecconi of Cecconi Chrysler in Niagara Falls for providing the two free shuttle vans for participants and his two employees who volunteered their time for the day, Richard (Joe) Zellner for recruiting the enthusiastic owners and their classic autos for site markers for the event and the car owners, Sherwood Florist for the floral arrangements in the homes, and to the media people who took the tour and to the print and TV media personnel who covered the event.  

   Special thanks to Marilyn Pane Lasky, this year's chair of the Historic Treasures Tour committee, and Margaret Cheeley, her co-chair, and to Carl Hoover of  Pioneer Printers, the official printer for the North Tonawanda History Museum for, as always, his superlative attention to our needs from the original ticket design and printing and flyers through the event passport (guidebook) and event signage and other supportive materials.  Thanks as well to all the Museum volunteer staff members and other volunteers who toiled for the last year on all the details required for an event we present in order to show off our wonderful city of North Tonawanda and its special and unique history.  

   We are grateful as well for the assistance of the Mayor's office and the North Tonawanda Police Department, Cipriano, Inc., Realtors; Brick, Brick & Elmer; Greater Buffalo Savings Bank; Humphrey House Antiques; Pioneer Printers; Andy's Tree Service; Senator George D. Maziarz; and Niagara County Legislator Peter E. Smolinski.  Thanks also to the SUNYAB School of Architecture & Planning and Martin Wachadlo Architectural Historian for their professional services; to the Tonawandas Council on the Arts, the North Tonawanda Post Office, and City Hall for providing parking space.

  We were pleased to note that we had attendees from Nevada, California, Florida, Ohio, Pennsylvania and Long Island, as well as from all over the Niagara Frontier.  We were told by many that the tour was the best they had ever been on, and one couple told us that they thought our North Tonawanda tour was better than the Allentown tour.  Many attendees came back to the registration desk after their tour to thank us for the event.

   We sold the first guidebook as a self-guided tour book the day before the tour to a gentleman who had planned to take his wife on the tour as a surprise and then learned that she was planning a surprise retirement party for him for the day of the tour.  The guidebooks are available for an $8 donation.  The guidebooks from the 2005 tour are still available also for a $3 donation.
  As always, we are proud to show off what NT'ers call "the best little city in New York" and its unique and special history.  Visit the North Tonawanda History Museum On-line under Events & Activities to see photos of the event.
CURRENT NEWS & NOTES:

Lobsterfest 2007:
  Dr. John George is chair of the Museum’s first Lobsterfest scheduled for Thursday, September 13, from 6 p.m. to ????? at the Buffalo Launch Club, 503 E. River Road, Grand Island.  The “fest” includes 1-1/4 lb. lobster (steak may be substituted), steamed clams, roasted potatoes, corn on the cob, hot dogs, hamburgers, salads, soft drinks, lemonade, coffee and tea.  A cash bar will be available.  A Chinese auction will be part of the event also.  Tickets are $50 each and are available from any Museum Trustee or by mail or phone order or in person at the Museum.  Master Card and Visa orders accepted.

ANNUAL REPORT AND 990 FOR 2006 AND TWO PREVIOUS YEARS

The Annual Reports for our first three years, 2004, 2005, and 2006 are available for review on the North Tonawanda History Museum Online at www.nthistorymuseum.org.  Our 990s for the three years are also available for your review on the site.
Last call for recipes for “North Tonawanda Sweet Treasures”

Please supply your favorite recipes for sweets of any kind, including a paragraph(s) about your own or your family’s or your business history for inclusion with the recipe(s).  Send them to the Museum as soon as possible.  We hope to release the cookbook for Winter Walk on December 1, 2007.  We are accepting advance orders at $15 per cookbook.  Order early so that you are sure to have them for holiday giving.
ALSO AVAILABLE IN TIME FOR HOLIDAY GIVING!

“North Tonawanda:  The Lumber City” – a 428 page hard-cover book on NT’s history!
You’ll want a copy for yourself and for all your family members! The book is expected to be the first in a series of full-length books, as requested by area residents and former residents in their contacts with the three year old museum organization.   Originally intended to be a 325-page book, the length was expanded to 428 pages, plus 10 introductory pages. Because of the expanded length of the hard-cover book, the publisher requires a cover price of $34.95 each.  
 “North Tonawanda:  The Lumber City” is a “love story finally told,” the story of so many thousands upon thousands of individuals, organizations, and businesses that were woven together into the entity North Tonawandans so fondly refer to as just “NT” but which is proud to be the City of North Tonawanda.  
   The book has been described by some area historians who have had advance opportunities to read it as a “monumental first effort,” and a significant contribution to the city of North Tonawanda, its residents and former residents, and area educational institutions.  It is a general overall account of the city’s development and shares many stories of the people who were part of the life of the city.  
   Museum Director Donna Zellner Neal edited the volume but a number of contributing authors have furnished parts of the text.  It is not just a book of photos.  About 20% of the volume is photographs.  The unique and special history of our city could not be told with photos alone. Future volumes planned will focus in detail on historical homes and other sites, industrial heritage, and specific periods of time.  
   For a donation of $38.95, a copy of the book will be mailed upon publication.  Because the first printing is expected to sell out quickly, those wishing to have copies for holiday giving this year are encouraged to order in advance to guarantee that a copy or appropriate number of copies will be reserved for them from the initial printing.  

North Tonawanda:“The Lumber City”
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 “North Tonawanda:  The Lumber City” will be released in August 2007 by the North Tonawanda History Museum.  A 400-page general overall account of the city’s development, the book will share many stories of the people who were part of the life of the city.   A copy of the book from the initial printing can be reserved through August 31 for a donation of $34.95.  For a donation of $38.95, a copy of the book will be mailed upon publication.  

Please reserve __________ copy/copies of the book at $ _______________ each.    My check/money order/credit card information is enclosed for $______________________.

For credit card (Visa or Master Card) orders:

______________________________________________________________   _________________

Credit Card #







Expiration Date

Name as it appears on card

Address for cardholder

______I will pick up my copy/copies of the book.

______Please mail my copy/copies of the book.

Name

Address

City                                                                                     State                                         Zip

Phone

 Send check or money order to:

North Tonawanda History Museum

314 Oliver Street

North Tonawanda, NY 14120
MUSEUM BOARD OF TRUSTEES 2007

Dr. John H. George, President
John H. Kolecki, Vice President; Marilyn Pane Lasky, 2nd Vice President

Shari L. Kiesow, Treasurer; Thomas Galdys, Associate Treasurer

April Orlowski, Esq., Secretary; Donna Zellner Neal, Associate Secretary

Paula Belair, Donald R. Benjamin, Jr., Stephen Kurbiel, 

Donald R. MacDonald, William A. Miles, James Perry, Esq., Carl Tamburlin, 

Barbara Wickman, Dennis Ziolkowski

TRUSTEES EMERITUS

John Borycki,  Betty Brandon, Cynthia Fredricks, Kay Learned, Paul A. Rumbold, Jr., 

Joyce M. Santiago, Judith L. Mittiga, Margaret A. Cheeley, Diane M. Meholick

EX-OFFICIO TRUSTEES

A. Daniel Bille, William M. Davignon
MUSEUM ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Kurt P. Alverson, A.Daniel Bille, Thomas A. Chambers,  Margaret M. Cheeley, 

William M. Davignon, Randy C. Fahs, Esq.,  H. William Feder, PhD, Dal Giuliani, Carl P. Hoover, Paul F. Hoover, David R. Jakubaszek, Deborah L. Jaeger, Dan Kelley, Daniel R. Killian, 

Dale W. Marshall, Sen. George D. Maziarz, Diane M. Meholick, Michael B. Mroczka, 

James F. Mroz, John W. Percy, Raphaelle A.  Proefrock, George F. Rand IV, Rhonda Reid, 

Dale Rogers, Lou Santiago, Brett M. Sommer,  Peter E. Smolinski, Margaret A. Waite, 

Mark H. Haacker, James J. Weber, Laura E. Winchester, Walter C. Yaro, 
LUMBER CITY HISTORY CENTER 
CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE

Honorary Chairs

Jack & Carol Kopczynski

Honorary Co-Chairs

Kurt P. Alverson,  A. Daniel Bille,  Frank S. Budwey, William M. Davignon, Dal Giuliani, Carl P. Hoover,  Paul F. Hoover, Hon. John J. LaFalce, Kay Learned, Senator George D. Maziarz,  Michael B. Mroczka, Gerald N. O’Neill, George F. Rand IV, Lou Santiago, Peter E. Smolinski, Brett M. Sommer, 
Peter F. Trinkwalder, Margaret A. Waite, Walter C. Yaro

Working Committee Chairs:  William A. Miles and Donna Zellner Neal

Committee: Margaret A. Cheeley, Diane M. Meholick,
and all members of the Board of Trustees

MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of the North Tonawanda History Museum is to assemble, preserve, protect, and exhibit collections pertaining to the history of North Tonawanda, its people and community life, focusing especially on our rich immigrant heritage and role as an important shipping and manufacturing center strategically located on the historic Erie Canal and Niagara River in the 19th and 20th centuries.  As a research and educational institution, we plan to be both an active participant in the historical and cultural tourism focus of North Tonawanda and a focal point for students of all ages to participate in historical studies and activities of the City.

VISION STATEMENT

The North Tonawanda History Museum will provide leadership to the North Tonawanda community in the promotion of historic awareness and interpretation of the people's history in the community.

Mission and Vision Statements Approved by the Board of Trustees, February 19, 2004
NORTH TONAWANDA HISTORY MUSEUM

INVITES YOU TO

[image: image2.wmf]LOBSTERFEST 2007

Thursday, September 13, 2007 - 6 p.m. to   ????

Buffalo Launch Club

503 E. River Road, Grand Island

Outdoors on the shore of the Niagara River (weather permitting) and indoors

How to get there:  Exit 18B from the south Grand Island Bridge, left onto Bush Road

to East River Road – the Buffalo Launch Club is straight ahead!

THE “FEST”:

1-1/4 lb. lobster (steak may be substituted)

Steamed clams

Roasted potatoes

Corn on the cob

Hot dogs, hamburgers

Salads

Soft drinks, lemonade, coffee, and tea

Cash bar will also be available
Chinese Auction
Tickets:  $50 each

Tickets available from any Museum Trustee, by mail or phone order, or at the:

North Tonawanda History Museum, 314 Oliver Street, North Tonawanda, NY 14120.    Phone:  213-0554.  Master Card and Visa accepted.

ORDER FORM

BOOKS & PUBLICATIONS & TICKETS











 
Cost of Order

North Tonawanda:  The Lumber City –428 page hard cover book (due in any day)



_____ (# of books) @ $34.95 plus applicable sales tax 
             


  $__________


Shipping and handling for mail orders - $4 each
Haunted Gardens on the EEEErie Canal- Saturdays, October 13,20,27,2007


Advance purchase of _____(# of adult tickets) @ $8 for BOTH stroll & hayride 

$___________


Advance purchase of _____(# of child tickets) @ $4  for BOTH stroll & hayride

$___________


I will bring _______(# of children 4 or under) FREE.


Admission at event will be $5/adults-guided Spooky Stroll; $5/adults-Haunted Hayride;



$2.50/child/5-16 for Spooky Stroll; $2.50 for Haunted Hayride; 



Both events FREE for ages 4 or under.

Deadline for Ticket Purchases at discounted rates:  October 6, 2007

North Tonawanda:  A Celebration of Our Diversity! – 100 page soft cover book


______(# of books) @ $10 plus applicable sales tax
  
   


$__________ 


Shipping and handling for mail orders - $4 per book
Booklet Series:

North Tonawanda:  The Lumber City – 32 page self-guided tour book 



_
_____(# of booklets @ $2 donation each



$___________
The Rand Family 
(#________ of books @ $2 donation each)



$___________

North Tonawanda:  The First 100 Years-1797 – 1897 
(#______ of books) @ $2 donation each



$___________ 
 
Shipping & handling for mail orders - $4 for 1 – 4 booklets in series
Heritage Cookbook Series:

North Tonawanda Ethnic Heritage Cookbook


_______(# of books) @ $7 plus applicable sales tax




$___________

North Tonawanda Families & Their Favorite Recipe-
  ______(# of books) @ $10 plus applicable sales tax 

   

               $___________             
North Tonawanda Sweet Treasures 


_______(# of books) @ $15 plus applicable sales tax




$___________

Shipping and handling on cookbooks  for mail orders- $4 per book

NYS Sales Tax (NYS residents only) on applicable items




$___________
Shipping and handling charges as noted above with item descriptions



$___________

_____Call me to pick up my order(s) when ready.

_____ My (circle) check/money order is enclosed for 

        

                TOTAL $___________     
_____ Please charge to my (circle) Master Card/Visa Card #__________________________________________Exp. Date _________.

Name

Address

City





State




Zip

Do not mail cash.  Bring cash orders to the Museum.  Phone in credit card orders are accepted or send or deliver completed order form, with your check or money order or Master Card or Visa Card information to:





North Tonawanda History Museum



314 Oliver Street



North Tonawanda, NY 14120

Phone 213-0554
The Property to be Acquired for the 

Lumber City History Center and Twin Cities Welcome Center:  

54 Webster Street 
(Former home of G.C. Murphy’s 5 & 10 cent store; building constructed in 1888; last major renovation in late 1985 to early 1986; the Murphy’s business closed in 1997, having operated here since 1928.)
With the closing of the G. C. Murphy’s 5 & 10 cent store in the 1990s, the downtown lost its long-time anchor.  In recent years, the Riviera Theater, which has been preserved as a cultural attraction by a not-for-profit organization, has been joined by a for-profit Partners in Art operation, and the not-for-profit Buffalo Suzuki Strings, bring art and music along with the entertainment.  

Around the corner on Sweeney Street, the city has invested in Gateway Park, now the site of huge summertime crowds for free concerts on the waterfront, the Canal Fest of the Tonawandas campus, and a summer destination for significant numbers of recreational boaters.  These visitors to the city do not readily learn of the availability of existing cultural and other activities and businesses in the city, often not even visiting the nearby shopping district because of the deterioration of some of the facades and a number of vacant properties.

The building is in a locally-designated historic district and it is the objective of the City of North Tonawanda and its Historic Preservation Commission to return the Downtown Historic District to a historically accurate character. This building was acquired in July 2006 by a California-based resident, following a less than successful period of local ownership following the Murphy’s demise during which time its usage was for limited retail and related uses.  The present owner has no interest in returning the building to its historic appearance or to making it benefit the community.  His objective is to merely earn a profit on income from leases.  His present tenants have both been in the process of attempting to extricate themselves from their lease agreements since our initial contact with him in November 2006.  


The 54 Webster Street building, 40,184 square feet in size, with a front entrance on the main shopping street in the Downtown Historic District on Webster Street, and a rear entrance facing the 500-car municipal parking lot on Manhattan Street which was constructed for the mutual needs of Murphy’s customers and other shoppers, is of a layout that will immediately meet the envisioned requirements of the Lumber City History Center.  Anticipated renovations and incorporation of planned components will be relatively easy with minor additional construction to the structure.

Description of the Ultimate Finished Project:
The Lumber City History Center & Twin Cities Welcome Center 

Ground level (basement):

· A large event hall which can accommodate up to 2,000 attendees, with movable partitions so that the larger event hall can be divided up as needed into smaller meeting rooms of 15 x 20’, 30 x 40’, and 40 x 60’. We would place this on the ground level at the Manhattan Street side, utilizing the Manhattan Street entrance so that visitors attending events would park in the municipal parking lot on Manhattan Street rather than tying up the limited parking on Webster Street needed for the customers of the merchants and restaurants and events at the Riviera Theater or YWCA of the Tonawandas.

· Wall space will be utilized for photographic displays and permanent chronological timelines of the City’s history beginning in 1951.

· Kitchen facilities to make possible food preparation for events.

· ADA compliant restrooms.

· A receiving area on the Manhattan Street side accessible to the existing hydraulic freight elevator for accepting of donations to the Museum collections and operating supplies.

· A storage area on the south side of the ground floor between the receiving area and the storage area for the reference library, for the purposes of storing additional chairs and tables and items for use with events.

· A storage area on the south side of the ground floor between the event hall storage area and Webster Street for the purposes of storing additional supplies for the reference library.

· A large and comfortable reference library on the Webster Street side of the ground level, accessible through the Webster Street entrance, drawing people past and through the gift shop and welcome center area and encouraging them to purchase admissions to the museum.

· An area for researchers to study

· An area and equipment for obtaining copies of materials

· An audio/video area

· An internet accessible area so that researchers can use the museum online which has been in existence since October 2003.

Main level (1st floor):
· A Welcome Center on the north side at the Webster Street entrance, to include:

· Two wall-sized maps, one of the Tonawandas and one of Niagara County, which will have large photos mounted at the locations of the various sites and attractions.  

· A system of video and audio presentations will be developed with the assistance of Hadley

· Exhibits to make it possible for visitors to learn about the offerings of individual attractions.

· Brochures and maps will be available.  

· Items related to the Tonawandas and Niagara County will be given out as samples of local fare, such as Niagara County apples, wines from County wineries, chocolates from Platter’s Chocolates, wooden ride tokens for the Herschell Carrousel Factory Museum’s carrousel ride, passes for organ concerts at the Riviera Theatre, birch beer from Eroquois Keg Birch Beer.

·  A Lumber City Gift Shop to the left of the stairs to the ground level and to the left of the Welcome Center on the Webster Street side with historical and ethnic gift items, museum publications, ticket sales for museum events and events of other local organizations, package deals for area attractions, tickets and reservations for bus tours, carriage tours, boat tours, an ATM machine, copier service and faxing service for residents and visitors, and the admissions to the museum.

· Entrance to the Lumber City History Center, with access through the Gift Shop, with the Lumber City History Center to include:

· A large exhibit hall, also with removable partitions so that, when needed, smaller experience areas can be created or movable display cabinets may be easily rearranged as needed for specific exhibits. A 5 & 10 cent store motif will be utilized as the focus of the decor in keeping with the history of the G. C. Murphy’s 5 & 10 cent store in North Tonawanda.

· A group of room-like exhibit areas with plexiglass windows along the outer walls of the exhibit hall for specific exhibits, such as:

· Recreation of the home of a German family, a Polish family, an Italian family, etc., in the 1880 – 1920 period.

· Individual displays of particular items of which we have an extensive collection, such as irons or toasters from the 1800s through 1950s, antique toys, office equipment, industrial advertising, ladies’ hats from the 1940s-50s, etc.

· A chronological permanent history of North Tonawanda on the walls of the exhibit hall.  

· A working replica of the Sugar Bowl, a long-popular soda fountain operation on Webster Street which was beloved by the community, possibly modeled after a similar concept with which Hadley Exhibits is familiar in another part of the country.

· An ADA compliant passenger elevator.

· ADA compliant restrooms.

· Entrance to the Virtual Museum, which will be in the 5,800 square foot area to the left (south) of the exhibit hall, gift shop area, to include:

· Interactive exhibits by Hadley Exhibits, depicting and explaining:

· Canal related activities and functions

· Niagara River related activities and functions

· Lumber history related activities and functions

· Industrial history related activities and functions

· Ethnic heritage activities and functions

· Simulators creating historical experiences via simulated rides, such as:

· A canal boat ride in the mid-1800s

· A Richardson cruiser ride in the early 1900s

· A carriage ride through the historic mansion district in the late 1800s

· A ride in a Pierce Arrow through the Old First Ward in the early 1900s

· A ride in a train down Webster Street in the 1800s

· A ride in a trolley down  Webster Street in the 1900s

· A ride in a horse and wagon down Oliver Street in the late 1800s

· A ride in a Model T pickup truck in the early 1900s

· An amphitheater with a variety of 30-minute movies displaying on three walls to give the illusion that the viewer is in the middle of the history.

· Software will be created and continually developed so that parts of it can be reused in a variety of these virtual reality exhibits.

Upper level (2nd floor)
· Climate-controlled collection storage facility for present and future needs

· Climate-controlled exhibit development and collections restoration area, including training facilities to offer work experience and volunteer service opportunities to students and others

· Accessions department for receiving new collections acquisitions

· Cataloguing department for manual and computerized cataloguing using PastPerfect museum software we already possess

· Storage area for collections related supplies

· Administrative offices, including a website (online museum) maintenance area and training facilities to provide work experience and volunteer service opportunities

· A roof-top sign visible from Rout 265 from the Manhattan Street side and clearly visible on the Webster Street side to draw visitors and shoppers to what the Downtown Merchants Association of North Tonawanda calls “the DowNTown Shopping District.”

Post-Acquisition phase – Immediate
· Utilizing volunteer service and donations of vehicles, including the assistance of some of our local businesses, the Niagara County Sheriff’s Department work crew and various assistance from North Tonawanda’s work crews as available, to supplement our individual volunteers, we will:
· Move all of our possessions into the one facility
· Utilizing volunteer service and donations of vehicles, including the assistance of some of our local businesses,
· Clean, do minor renovations and painting, etc.
· Update any of the existing equipment and systems needing immediate attention
· Create temporary security protection.
· Set up temporary collection storage, exhibit areas, reference library, administrative offices, meeting facilities, program facilities, gift shop, and a welcome center.
· Install temporary signage
· Obtain necessary estimates for all future plans
· Initiate long-term and short-term fundraising plans to accomplish 
· Continue to raise funds and donated items and services to create:
· Climate-controlled storage areas for the collections
· ADA compliant facility for visitors
· Adequate sprinkler system, smoke alarms, and other security systems
· Install removable partitions to facilitate multiple use of areas 
· Be in a position within three months to open for walk-in traffic and to be able to have an operating gift shop, welcome center, home for exhibits and events – the Lumber City History Center In Process!

MUSEUM AWARDED PRESTIGIOUS GRANT FROM 
THE INSTITUTE OF MUSEUM AND LIBRARY SERVICES FOR FIRST PAID STAFF [image: image6.jpg]INSTITUTE of .
Museum...Library
SERVICES




   Thanks to a grant from the federal Institute of Museum and Library Service (IMLS), the North Tonawanda History Museum will be able to hire its first full-time paid employee.  The Museums for America Grant is for $37,800 and comes under the Museums for America’s Sustaining Cultural Heritage strategic goal.

   The North Tonawanda History Museum was one of 158 projects, out of 414 applicants, selected to receive funding this year.  A total of $41.9 million was requested in this grant period, with $17.4 million awarded.

   “Museums for America grants invest in our nation’s communities by supporting museums as active resources for lifelong learning, cultural heritage, and community engagement,” said Dr. Anne-Imelda M. Radice, Director of the Institute of Museum and Library Services.  “The programs and activities these grants support include hands-on educational programs, innovative uses of technology, and ground-breaking partnerships.  All help to strengthen museum services and improve communities.”

   The Institute of Museum and Library Services is the primary source of federal support for the nation’s 122,000 libraries and 17,500 museums.  Its mission is to grow and sustain a “Nation of Learners” because life-long learning is essential to a democratic society and individual success.  Through its grant making, convenings, research and publications, the Institute empowers museums and libraries nationwide to provide leadership and services to enhance learning in families and communities, sustain cultural heritage, build twenty-first century skills, and increase civic participation.  To learn more about the Institute, please visit:  www.imls.gov.

   As a 3-year-old Museum organization, created and developed by the efforts, knowledge, and skills of hundreds of North Tonawanda residents, this grant is recognition of excellence and is the result of the tens of thousands of volunteer hours annually since we began our efforts in the fall of 2003. This grant will enable us to hire one of the enthusiastic volunteers we’ve had from the beginning who has put in significant effort in learning alongside me what we needed to learn to start and maintain a history museum.  Our goal from the beginning as a new organization was to cultivate a volunteer crew who would ultimately become our first choices for paid staff positions.

   The Museum Board of Trustees will use the grant to hire John P. Zellner Neal as full-time Museum Collections & Digital Collections Coordinator/Curator.  Neal has served as a volunteer with the Museum since is inception as a grassroots interest group in September 2003 and has been the Webmaster and Online Museum Curator since February 2005.  The hiring will permit the Museum to extend its hours of accessibility to the public as well, and will soon be open on Mondays and Tuesdays from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m., Wednesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.  Also included in the grant is a small sum for a part-time archival records coordinator/curator position, which has been filled since November 2004 by a museum volunteer.  The grant will enable the Museum to pay this volunteer for additional hours beyond her volunteer commitment.

The “5&10 Campaign” for the Lumber City History Center:

     A "5 & 10” campaign has begun to acquire the building at 54 Webster Street.  Individuals are making donations of $5.10 (or more as they are able) to enable the Museum to purchase and convert the former 5&10 building into the Lumber City History Center and Twin Cities Welcome Center.  

     Museum representatives expect that many of the area's youth groups who have worked on Museum programs or performed projects for the Museum and area community and civic groups will take on the campaign, saving nickels and dimes or making pledges toward the project or developing activities such as collecting cans and bottles for the deposit for the campaign.

   $5.10 will get you the Lumber City History Center & Twin Cities Welcome Center! 
Help us raise local funds to show our larger donors and benefactors that the community wants our project:
  54 Webster Street  is to be acquired and restored to look like an early 1929 G. C. Murphy  5 & 10 cent store, with the façade to be restored to look like the original 1888 appearance of the building, and

with the beloved Sugar Bowl soda fountain as it was in the 1920s incorporated into the theme, and a

 Welcome Center (Visitors’ Center) to the Twin Cities of North Tonawanda and North Tonawanda and to Niagara County from its southwestern entrance.
  A FULL PROSPECTUS CAN BE OBTAINED FROM THE MUSEUM.
Check your level of support:
_________$5.10 as a one-time donation

_________$5.10 as a monthly donation for _________
_________$5.10 as a weekly donation for __________
_________$51 as a one-time donation

_________$51 as a monthly donation for ___________
_________$51 as a weekly donation for ____________
_________$51 as an annual donation for ______ years

_________$510 as a one-time donation

_________$510 as a monthly donation for __________
_________$510 as an annual donation for ______ years

________$5,100 as a one-time donation

________$5,100 as an annual donation for ____ years

________$51,000 as a one-time donation



or
$___________Your donation to fit your budget

 

JOIN OUR LEGACY SOCIETY!


Send or deliver a written statement of your intention to make a bequest to the Museum in your will.  You do not need to specify an amount or percentage of your residual estate in the statement.  Submitting such a statement of intent to us will make you a Charter Member of the Legacy Society, entitling you to a certificate of recognition, one free dinner reservation each year to future annual meetings & dinners, one free ticket to all fundraising events and programs with an admission charge, publication of your name (unless you prefer anonymity) in future newsletters and annual reports, and eventually on a permanent plaque in the permanent Museum home.


If you wish to use this method of donating to one of our endowment funds or our capital fund, you may confidentially supply the amount and we will be able to credit you with that sum as a donation to the endowment or capital fund in anticipation of the eventual transaction.


Either way, you may also make your bequest in memory of or in honor of a loved one or ancestor—or in your family’s name.

YEAR END & OTHER TAX PLANNING THOUGHTS


Did you know that you can donate stock directly to the Museum, with the value being fully deductible on your tax returns, and eliminating capital gains taxes that would normally apply on a sale?  Stocks gifted to the North Tonawanda History Museum will not result in a sale, and the full market value can be claimed by you as an itemized deduction, subject to adjusted gross income limitations.  


Did you know that, by designating the North Tonawanda History Museum as a beneficiary or partial beneficiary on a life insurance policy, the donation will avoid having to go through probate.


Those 70-1/2 and older may also make direct donation to the North Tonawanda History Museum of all or part of the required annual distribution, reducing taxable income by that amount and providing an itemized contribution deduction.


Do talk to your tax advisor or attorney.  We recommend that you work closely with them to determine the best strategy or strategies for your particular circumstances.

Will you be part of “The Future of Our Past”?

Check your area of commitment 
(total payment or pledges acceptable):
_______Founders Circle 

$10,000 or more

_______Lumber Baron

$ 5,000 - $9,999

_______Cruiser Pilot

$ 3,000 - $4,999

_______Packet Boat Pilot
$ 1,000 - $2,999

_______Dockwalloper

$    500 - $   999

_______Cornerstone

$    250 - $   499

_______Cobblestone

$    100 - $   249

_______History Buff

$      50 - $     99

_______Helping Hand

$        1 - $     49

Consider these opportunities, complete and return the form.
 _____I would like to discuss providing funding for and have named after a prominent family or individual of my choice the following part(s) of the new Lumber City History Center/Educational Facility:
______ Exhibit Hall     



_______Welcome Center 

______ Reference Library


_______Sugar Bowl

______ Technology Library


_______Restrooms

______ Conference Room


_______Elevator

______ Administrative Offices 


_______Doors

______ Event Hall



_______Signs

______ Lumber City Gift Shop


_______Doors

______ Cataloguing Room


______ Bookshelves
______Storage shelves



______Display Cases

______ Climate control/security system

_______Other (specify):
If you are able to assist with Campaign in any way, now is the time to let our Committee know of your interest.  In order to reach our ultimate target goal, it is necessary to begin depositing additional lead gifts or seed money donations into the special fund established by the North Tonawanda History Museum for the “Future of Our Past” Campaign in 2005.  All donations, regardless of size, will be recognized on permanent plaques in the Lumber City History Center.

Please help us to preserve the history of North Tonawanda for future generations—and continue to make it as widely accessible as possible.  Our efforts in our first two years have taken the story of North Tonawanda, the “Lumber City,” around the world, reaching former NT’ers in other lands and all across our own country.  They are cheering us on.

To the Committee:

_______My/our donation in the amount of $____________is enclosed.

_______I/we wish to pledge $______________  in payments of $__________ for #_______  of

(circle one) 

Weeks    
Months    
Quarters
  Years

___________I/we wish the following information to be memorialized with the recognition of my/our donation:

________My/our family heritage is_____________________ _






Nationality

________My/our family had a member who worked at:

_____________________________________________



 Name(s) of individual(s)

________I/he or she/we are/were Graduate(s) of _________ 


School(s) in ____________.




Year(s)




Name(s) of individual(s)

_______My/our donation is in memory/in honor of:




Name(s) of individual(s)

Birth year and year of death (if desired) __________________

Employee of: _____________________________________________




North Tonawanda industry or business

Active  with _________________________________________




North Tonawanda organization or activity


Other information (if desired) __________________________

Donor’s Name_______________________________________

Address____________________________________________

City, State, Zip_______________________________________

Phone_________________________e-mail_______________

The North Tonawanda History Museum is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt charitable organization. Contributions are deductible to the extent permitted by applicable law. Please consult your tax advisor for further information.  You may call the Museum at 716-213-0554 or e-mail to nthistorymuseum@aol.com.

Please make checks payable to the North Tonawanda History Museum.  Return this form to:



Jack & Carol Kopczynski, Honorary Chairs




“Lumber City History Center” Capital Campaign




North Tonawanda History Museum




314 Oliver Street




North Tonawanda, NY 14120
 
[image: image3.emf]
North Tonawanda History Museum

314 Oliver Street

North Tonawanda, NY 14120

Your North Tonawanda History Museum is proud to be a member organization of the Cultural Alliance of Niagara, 
Downtown Merchants Association of North Tonawanda, Chamber of Commerce of the Tonawandas, Canal Fest of the Tonawandas, 
Winter Walk Planning Committee, Western New York Association of Historical Agencies, Upstate History Alliance, 

Niagara County Historical Federation, Erie County Federation of Historical Societies, and the American Association for State & Local History

The North Tonawanda History Museum received a Provisional Charter from the Regents of the State of New York on April 20, 2004, and is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit corporation. 

SEE INSIDE FOR DETAILS of

OUR 5&10 CAMPAIGN!!!

We need your help NOW!
Initial goal for 2007:  $730,000 

2008 – 2012 additional anticipated goal:  $4,200,000

(total includes in-kind donations of labor and services)
To create, operate, maintain, and

evolve to a self-sustaining operation the
LUMBER CITY HISTORY CENTER

&

 Twin Cities Welcome Center

To be operated by the

North Tonawanda History Museum
In the former G. C. Murphy’s building at 

54 Webster Street

In North Tonawanda’s 

Downtown Historic District























































PAGE  
13

