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NorthTonawanda
HistoryMuseum



Telling the Story of Our City’s Rich Ethnic & Industrial Heritage

As a City Located on the Historic Erie Canal & Mighty Niagara River

314 Oliver Street 
North Tonawanda, New York 14120

(716) 213-0554 

e-mail:  nthistorymuseum@aol.com  - website: www.nthistorymuseum.org
Museum Hours:  Mondays 9 a.m.  to   9 p.m., Tuesdays 9 a.m. to 9 p.m., Thursdays 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Fridays 9 a.m. to noon; Also open by appointment; admission free; donations accepted
March 2007
2007 EVENTS & ACTIVITIES – MARK YOUR CALENDAR!  YOU’RE INVITED!

In the event of inclement weather, necessary cancellations or postponements of 

Museum events will be listed on Channel 2, 4, and 7 and on WBEN radio.

2007 - SESQUICENTENNIAL YEAR

Celebrating 40 years as part of the Town of Wheatfield – 1857 - 1897
· April 21, 2007 – North Tonawanda’s Birthday Party/Sesquicentennial Celebration of North Tonawanda as part of the Town of Wheatfield from 1857 through 1897.  Elks Club – 21 Main Street, from 1 to 5 p.m.  See insert.
· Saturday, May 19, 2007 – 3rd annual National Historic Preservation Month Bus Tour to the Cobblestone Museum in Childs, NY, and Medina Railroad Museum.  In collaboration with the Historical Society of North German Settlements in Western New York, Historical Association of Lewiston, and the Sanborn Area Historical Society. See registration form.
· Thursday, June 21, 2007, 6 p.m. – 3rd Annual Dinner & Meeting & Kick Off Of Phase Two Campaign at Pane’s Restaurant – 6 p.m.  See registration form.
· July 15 – 22, 2007 – Canal Fest of the Tonawandas – Come visit us at our booth on Sweeney Street.  VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 

· Sunday, August 5, 2007 – noon to 6 p.m. - “2nd bi-annual Historic Treasures Tour of historic homes – advance registration required.  See order form.   VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
· Fridays, October 13, 20, & 27, 2007 – 7 to 10 p.m. – 3rd Annual Haunted Gardens on the EEEErie Canal in the North Tonawanda Botanical Gardens, 1825 Sweeney Street –YOUTH GROUPS, SCHOOL CLASSES, OTHER VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!  Call the Museum.
· Thursday, September 20, 2007, at 6:30 p.m. - “Dutch Influence on the American Kitchen and Life” by Peter G. Rose – Location to be announced – This program, which is free and open to the public, is made possible through the support of the New York Council for the Humanities’ Speakers in the Humanities Program.

· Saturday, October 20, 2007, at 2 p.m. – “Feet, Hooves, and Rails:  Transportation in Nineteenth Century America.” – J. Ward Regan.  Location to be announced. This program, which is free and open to the public, is made possible through the support of the New York Council for the Humanities’ Speakers in the Humanities Program.

· Thursday, November 8, 2007, at 6:30 p.m. – “El Dia de los Muertos:  The Mexican Celebration of Life” – Susan Aberth.  Location to be announced. This program, which is free and open to the public, is made possible through the support of the New York Council for the Humanities’ Speakers in the Humanities Program.

· Saturday, December 8, 2007, at 2 p.m. – “The Forgotten Holidays” with Peter G. Rose – Location to be announced.   This program, which is free and open to the public, is made possible through the support of the New York Council for the Humanities’ Speakers in the Humanities Program.
HISTORY WALKS FROM MAY 1 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 15.

Our 4th year of offering 90-minute history walks will change from a one-night a week for 16 weeks event to a by advance reservation only event.  Walks may be arranged for groups as small as three people and as large as thirty.  Several options on starting points.  May be planned around a lunch or dinner stop.  Groups of ten and under are $5 for each person.  For eleven to thirty walkers, the group rate is $55.  Daytime and early evening times available.  We are also developing plans for history tours by carriage ride and bus in the future.  Call us to discuss tailoring something for your special event.
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The North Tonawanda History Museum is proud to present Phase II:  The Lumber City History Center!

With current operations of the North Tonawanda History Museum in a small rented storefront on Oliver Street that has no prospects for being a permanent home, the Museum’s Board of Trustees is immediately initiating its long-delayed fund-raising campaign for creation of the Lumber City History Center.  The Museum hopes to raise the necessary funds to purchase 54 Webster Street., a two-story building dating to 1888 that was the original home of the G. C. Murphy 5 & 10 Cent store, which operated there for 99 years.    

Members of the Museum’s Board of Trustees, Advisory Committee, and the Lumber City History Center Committee have recently made several preliminary inspections of the building, which has entrances at the front and rear, with the latter facing a large municipal parking lot across Manhattan Street.  The building also features an hydraulic freight elevator, crucial to moving larger pieces in our collections.
The Lumber City History Center – a key component of which would be a Visitor’s Center/Welcome Center at the southwest corner of Niagara County—would include space for exhibitions and events, a reference library, administrative offices, gift shop, and storage.  The latter facilities would meet the criteria of the 2006 Conservation Assessment Program report prepared by preservation architect Clinton Brown and conservator Barbara Moore under an IMLS grant from Heritage Preservation in Washington, D.C.   
Initially, we would utilize the north side of the building, recently vacated by the Re-Tap Thrift Store.  Included is the basement, first floor and part of the second floor.  The space would allow us to hold events on site instead of being the nomads we have been since the Museum was established three years ago.  Having on-site events also would allow us to increase our educational programming with area schools and colleges.

Our future plans include having Hadley Exhibits create virtual exhibits that will make the Lumber City History Center a veritable “Disneyland of North Tonawanda history,” using space on the building’s south side that is now home to the Tanning Bed, which hopes to break its lease with the building’s owner.

We are gathering the financial data needed for setting an exact fundraising target and grant applications.  However, we currently estimate that we need $450,000 to $600,000 to consummate the purchase of the building.  To least the building for one year - with an option to purchase – we need $60,000.  Included in this figure is the cost of insurance and utilities.

The Museum Board of Trustees believes that once we announce a permanent location, donations will come in from the community as well.

We plan to hire paid staff from among the volunteers who have committed significant time to helping the Museum get this far.  Based on their dedication in assisting us part time while being employed elsewhere, we know they will be an integral part of grant writing, fundraising, and developing Museum programming.

Other building needs will include climate-controlled collection storage and exhibit facilities, sprinkler and security systems, ADA-compliant restrooms, and a passenger elevator.

We plan to create the first-class history center that residents, former residents and visitors expect of us.  We want to be a tourist attraction that not only promotes the City’s rich heritage but also is an economic catalyst for the City and its historic downtown shopping district.  That area, primarily along Webster Street, and a stone’s throw from the Erie Canal and the Niagara River, is now officially the “Downtown Historic District.”  Our location at the juncture of the Erie Canal, a Federal Heritage Corridor, and the Niagara River also places us on the Seaway Trail, one of America’s Scenic Byways.

The North Tonawanda History Museum, operating from its Lumber City History Center, would join with other attractions, businesses and seasonal events – the Riviera Theatre, Partners in Art, Buffalo Suzuki Strings, Canal Fest of the Tonawandas, summertime’s Gateway Harbor concert series, and the Long Homestead across the Canal in the City of Tonawanda, as well as the Herschell Carrousel Factory Museum, the Carnegie Art Center, the Railroad Museum of the Niagara Frontier, Starry Night Theatre, the City’s Farmers Market, and other local attractions.  The Lumber City History Center would be the feeder to the other nearby attractions.  

The economic impact of the “tourism industry” on New York State’s economy cannot be over emphasized.  According to a national leader in tourism market research, D.K. Shifflet & Associates Ltd., and the United States Department of Commerce, over 141 million people visited New York State in 2004.  These visitors spent $39.5 billion. The state population at the time was just over 19.2 million residents.  The State budget for 2005-2006 was just over $105 billion.  Visitors to the State in 2004 spent an amount exceeding 37% of the total State budget!
Tourism creates jobs and supports sustainable job growth.  The New York State Department of Economic Development maintains that the tourism industry employs over 750,000 people.  The State Labor Department notes that lodging accommodations alone employ an average of 76,200 people each month.  In December 2005, employment for all leisure and hospitality positions exceeded 670,000.  These figures were approximately 6% higher prior to the terror attacks of 9-11.  So tourism is a major force for employment in New York.

These statistics are applicable to North Tonawanda’s potential as an Erie Canal-Niagara River tourism hub with the Lumber City History Center being a key part of the heritage tourism segment.  By generating significant numbers of visitors, the Lumber City History Center would fill the missing gap of a cultural tourism destination city.  

We firmly believe that the Lumber City History Center will turn North Tonawanda into the welcoming entry point for visitors on their way to Niagara Falls, Old Fort Niagara, the historic locks of the Erie Canal in Lockport, the varied Lake Ontario communities, and the many other destinations Niagara County offers, as well as becoming a major benefit to North Tonawanda and our sister City of Tonawanda.
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NORTH TONAWANDA HISTORY MUSEUM

3rd ANNUAL DINNER & MEETING – KICK OFF OF PHASE TWO CAMPAIGN

Come see our Power Point Presentation:  

Phase One - Our first 3 years
 Phase Two – The Lumber City History Center! 
RESERVATION FORM

Thursday, June 21, 2007
Pane’s Restaurant
984 Payne Avenue
North Tonawanda, NY 14120 
Cash Bar:  

6 p.m.


  Sit Down Dinner:      
7 p.m.

Dinner: $25 each/$45 per couple

____ Yes, I/we will attend.  There will be (#)______ in my/our party.

____I/we wish to become a leadership donor for the startup of Phase Two of the “Future of Our Past”:


______$50 each is enclosed to include the cost of the dinner and a donation of $25 toward the



Startup of Phase Two of the “Future of Our Past.” 
____I/we wish to pay for the dinners only now.  I/we look forward to learning about Phase Two that evening.

____I/we wish to pledge $_________ monthly for ______ months to Phase Two.

SELECT ONE ENTRÉE FOR EACH PERSON

Insert

  Qty.

______
STRIP STYLE SIRLOIN (8 oz.) ….homemade soup, chef salad, baked potato,


vegetable, fresh baked Italian bread, spumoni, coffee/tea/decaf.
______
ITALIAN STUFFED CHICKEN…homemade soup, chef salad, baked potato,


vegetable,  fresh baked Italian bread, spumoni, coffee/tea/decaf.
______
SHRIMP SCAMP OVER PASTA…homemade soup, chef salad, baked potato,


vegetable,  fresh baked Italian bread, spumoni, coffee/tea/decaf
No refunds for cancellations after June 7.

Name__________________________________________________________________________

Address________________________________________________________________________

City__________________________________State_________Zip______Phone______________

Send to:

North Tonawanda History Museum

314 Oliver Street

North Tonawanda, NY 14120
REGISTRATION FORM

Preservation Month Bus Tour

A Collaborative Project of the

North Tonawanda History Museum

Historical Society of North German Settlements in Western New York

Historical Association of Lewiston 

Sanborn Area Historical Society

Saturday, May 19, 2007 - $45 each!

8:00 a.m. 
Bus departs North Tonawanda History Museum, 314 Oliver Street

8:20 a.m.
Bus departs Wheatfield Senior Center, 2800 Church Road, off Ward Road

8:40 a.m.
Bus departs Sanborn Fire Hall, 5811 Buffalo St. (Rt. 429), Sanborn 

9:00 a.m.
Bus departs Tops parking lot, 906 Center Street, Lewiston
Please plan to arrive 15 minutes or more prior to the departure time.  Bus will leave promptly at scheduled time. Parking available at all pick up points.  Parking in North Tonawanda available on Oliver Street. 

10:00 a.m.
Cobblestone Society Museum, Childs, NY, Corner Rt. 104 & Rt. 98



Tour of 7 historic buildings, with 2 talks by Bill Lattin, Director

Noon 
Lunch at Tillman’s Historic Village Inn, 14369 Ridge Road, 

Corner Rt. 104 & Rt. 98)  Across the Street from the Museum.

2:00 p.m.
Tour of Medina Railroad Museum, 530 West Ave., Medina, NY



Over 6,000 artifacts on display.  Includes Big Train cookie, coffee, tea, or juice.

3:30 p.m.
Depart for return trip; option of stopping for ice cream cone at a farmer’s market on way home if desired by group.
4:30 p.m. 
Drop off at Tops parking lot, Lewiston

4:50 p.m.
Drop off at Sanborn Fire Hall

5:10 p.m.
Drop off at Town of Wheatfield Senior Center

5:30 p.m.
Drop off at North Tonawanda History Museum

Bus transportation by Gray Line

Lunch selections

Petite Prime Rib Sandwich – with potato and garlic toast
Boneless Chicken Breast – with potato and garnish
Veggie Lasagna – with garlic bread

Tour amd Lunch Sites

Cobblestone Society Museum – the only cobblestone museum in the world showcases the unique masonry construction method using rock rounded and polished into cobble by glacial action.  Tour includes seven buildings housing artifacts from 1825-1860, including the oldest cobblestone church in New York and the cobblestone parsonage once owned by Horace Greeley.  Designated a National Historic Landmark.  
Medina Railroad Museum – Located in the old New York Central freight depot in Medina, NY, it is the largest freight depot museum in the country.  The building itself was built in 1905, and is one of the largest (301 ft. by 34 ft.) last surviving wooden freight depots in the United States.  Features the largest collection of artifacts and memorabilia known to exist under one roof.  Also includes the longest HO scale layout and diorama all on one floor, an immense 14 ft. by 204 ft.  Time will be allowed to browse in the gift shop.
Tillman’s Historic Village Inn – A historic inn and restaurant in operation since 1824.
Preservation Month serves as a showcase for our country’s diverse and unique heritage.  Thousands of state and local community groups are honoring their distinct histories this month through various activities and are seeking to bring historic preservation to the forefront of Americans’ daily lives by emphasizing the vital importance of protecting our nation’s past.  

This second joint bus tour is an effort by four Western New York historical organizations to participate together in celebrating Preservation Month.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Yes, sign me up!  I/We will attend.  Payment enclosed: $___________________

My/Our menu selection(s):

______ Prime Rib Sandwich_____Boneless Chicken Breast    _____ Veggie Lasagna

Museum or Society Membership (Please check so your organization may get credit.)

_____NTHM  _____ SAHS _____HSNGS ____HSL

Name(s) ___________________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________________

City _________________​_______________________ State _____ Zip_________

Phone _____________________________________________________________

Cancellation must be received by May 9, 2007, to insure refund.  Reservations will be taken on a first come, first served basis.  The $45 fee includes bus fare, museum admission, lunch & gratuity.   You may choose to make purchases in any or all gift shops at their listed prices. 

By participating in this tour, I and anyone I bring with me release the sponsoring organizations, their officers and agents, and the provider of transportation from any and all claims, whether of personal injury or property damage, arising out of our connected in any way with this tour.

Signature(s)






Date

Send form(s) and payment to:

North Tonawanda History Museum

314 Oliver Street

North Tonawanda, NY 14120

ADVANCE ORDER FORM

BOOKS & PUBLICATIONS & TICKETS











 Cost of Order

North Tonawanda:  The Lumber City –400 page hard cover book 



Anticipated release date:  August 2007


Advance purchase of one (1) copy with Patron Listing in Book @$100   
  $__________


Specify wording for your listing _________________________________


_____ (# of books) @ $29.95 plus applicable sales tax 
             

  $__________

Haunted Gardens on the EEEErie Canal- Saturdays, October 13,20,27,2007


Advance purchase of _____(# of adult tickets) @ $8 for BOTH stroll & hayride 
$___________


Advance purchase of _____(# of child tickets) @ $4  for BOTH stroll & hayride
$___________


I will bring _______(# of children 4 or under) FREE.


Admission at event will be $5/adults-guided Spooky Stroll; $5/adults-Haunted Hayride;



$2.50/child/5-16 for Spooky Stroll; $2.50 for Haunted Hayride; 



Both events FREE for ages 4 or under.

Deadline for Ticket Purchases at discounted rates:  October 6, 2007

North Tonawanda Historic Treasures Tour 2007-Sunday, August 5, 2007

To be released July 2007 at 2nd bi-annual Historic Treasures Tour


Advance purchase of _____(# if books) @ $8 plus applicable sales tax                  $__________


Advance purchase of _____(# of tickets )@ $15 for tour (Member price)
 $__________

Advance purchase of _____(# of tickets) @ $18 for tour (1 book incl.)                  $__________


Advance purchase of _____(# of tickets) @ $5 for carriage ride
               $__________



Must be 12 years old or older to attend.  No pets, young children, strollers allowed. 

No ticket purchases day of event.  Deadline for purchases:  August 3, 2007

North Tonawanda Families & Their Favorite Recipes - Anticipated release date:  July 2007


Advance purchase  ______(# of books) @ $10 plus applicable sales tax                $___________             

_____Call me to pick up my order(s) when ready.

_____ My (circle) check/money order is enclosed for 

                               TOTAL $___________     _____ Please charge to my (circle) Master Card/Visa Card #__________________________________________Exp. Date _________.

Name

Address

City





State




Zip

Do not mail cash.  Bring cash orders to the Museum.  Send or deliver completed order form, with your check or money order or Master Card or Visa Card information to:





North Tonawanda History Museum



314 Oliver Street



North Tonawanda, NY 14120



Phone 213-0554

THE NORTH TONAWANDA HISTORY MUSEUM 

Presents Our 2nd Bi-Annual

 HISTORIC TREASURES TOUR 2007
MAJOR SPONSORS:   Cipriano, Inc., Realtors - Brick, Brick & Elmer
Humphrey House Antiques - Keyser Buick - Pioneer Printers, Inc.
GENERAL SPONSOR:  Andy’s Tree Service 

Patrons:  Bonterra Landscaping, Matt’s Music, Graf Land Surveyors, Peter E. Smolinski
North Tonawanda Senior Center
[image: image1.wmf]
Your ticket, exchanged for the tour guidebook and map at the Humphrey House at 332 Goundry Street, gives you entry into your choice of ten of North Tonawanda's most interesting historic homes and buildings.  A walking/driving tour, you may also prepay a horse-drawn Cinderella carriage ride (provided by Hartland Carriages) for an additional $5 per ticket.  Free shuttle vans between sites will also be available, courtesy of Keyser Buick, for those who might otherwise not be able to participate in the walking or who prefer not to deal with parking and re-parking their cars.  Refreshments will be available, sold by Gullo’s Macaroni Grill, throughout the day as well at Humphrey House.  Additional refreshments will be available at the Elks Club.  Antique cars will be sited in front of the participating homes.  Restrooms will be available at the Elks Club and at Artistique Photo. 
Diane Meholick, author of "Painting Katherine," set in 1926 North Tonawanda in a historic home, will be on hand autograph copies of her three books.  John Kolecki, will also be present autographing copies of his two books on growing up in the Polish neighborhood of North Tonawanda in the early 1900s.
 

Tickets may be purchased at the Museum, 314 Oliver Street 

To order by mail:

____ Museum Member Tour Only - $15 each(no limit)

____ Non-Member Tour Only - $18 each

____ Museum Member Tour and Carriage Ride $20 each

____ Non-Member Tour and Carriage Ride $23 each 

To place an order, please complete this form and mail with payment to:

North Tonawanda History Museum

314 Oliver Street

North Tonawanda, NY  14120

Name: ___________________________ Address: _____________________

City: _____________________ State _________  Zip Code___________

Phone Number: ______________________

North Tonawanda History Museum


Invites you to


OUR 4th ANNUAL CELEBRATION OF





North Tonawanda’s


Birthday Party!





Sponsored By: The North Tonawanda History Museum, 314 Oliver St., North Tonawanda, NY


Phone:  213-0554     www.nthistorymuseum.org





A Tour of the Historic Elks Club


Birthday Cakes – Provided by Budwey’s Bakery


Cash Bar


Other Refreshments


And Much More!





Included in the Days Events:





Saturday April 21, 2007


From 1:00 to 5:00 pm


At the Elks Club


21 Main Street


North Tonawanda, NY





Come Join the Celebration!


Along with the City of North Tonawanda, The Town of Wheatfield, 


The Town of Tonawanda and The City of Tonawanda





A SESQUICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION OF


150 YEARS OF SHARED HISTORY!





April 6, 1857 - North Tonawanda became part of the Town of Wheatfield (150 years)


May 8, 1865 - Village of North Tonawanda Incorporation (142 years)


April 24, 1897 - North Tonawanda Becomes the City of North Tonawanda (110 Years)


April 20, 2004 – The “Birth” of the North Tonawanda History Museum (3 years)


1887-2007 - 120th Anniversary of St. Peter’s Lutheran Brethren Church


April 29, 2007 – 100th Anniversary of Third Presbyterian Church


1947-2007 – 60th Anniversary of St. Joseph Roman Catholic Church





The North Tonawanda History Museum is now accepting applications for the 2007 Historic Gardens Tour!





The Contest is:


 A city wide garden project with a historic theme.


Meant to stimulate residents, businesses, and other organizations to turn the entire city into a garden city for the summer months.


Meant to stimulate interest in things historical.





The Tour is:


Meant to showcase North Tonawanda and its homes and gardens to residents and non-residents as a wonderful community in which to live.


Meant to encourage interest in combining the love of gardening with an interest in history.





Judging:


May 1 through July 31, 2007.  Resultant tour will run from June 1 through August 31, 2007





For more information or an application to enter your garden


 Please contact the 


North Tonawanda History Museum at 716 216 0554 or at www.nthistorymuseum.org





12 – 6 p.m.








Sunday


August 5, 2007








314 Oliver Street


North Tonawanda, New York 14120


(716) 213-0554


Telling the story of our city’s rich ethnic and industrial heritage as a city located on the historic Erie Canal and mighty Niagara River





Museum Hours:  Mon-Tues 9am to 9pm, Thurs 9am to 5pm, Fri 9am to Noon


Also open by appointment - Admission is free, donations accepted


� HYPERLINK "http://www.nthistorymuseum.org" ��www.nthistorymuseum.org�  - email nthistorymuseum@aol.com





John H. George Ed.D.


President





Donna Zellner Neal


Director





The Lumber City History Center Committee











PAGE  
10

