NORTH TONAWANDA HISTORY MUSEUM

Telling the Story of Our City’s Rich Ethnic & Industrial Heritage

As a City Located on the Historic Erie Canal & Mighty Niagara River

314 Oliver Street 
North Tonawanda, New York 14120

(716) 213-0554 or 692-2681 - e-mail:  nthistorymuseum@aol.com 

website: www.nthistorymuseum.org
A new museum of the rich immigrant heritage of North Tonawanda and its role as an important shipping and manufacturing center on the Historic Erie Canal and the Mighty Niagara River in the 19th and early 20th centuries.  Known as the “Lumber Capital of the World” in the late 19th century.

2005 Office Hours:  Mondays 9 a.m.  to  9 p.m., Tuesdays 9 a.m. to 9 p.m., Thursdays 9 to 5 p.m., Fridays 9 to noon
Also open by appointment
SEPTEMBER 2005 UPDATE
CURRENT EVENTS & ACTIVITIES
NEEDED!
Favorite Family Recipes – each with a brief paragraph about the family or individual history of the donor of the recipe for the Museum’s 2nd Heritage Cookbook, “North Tonawanda’s Families & Their Favorite Recipes”

YOU’RE INVITED!

· The North Tonawanda History Museum’s History Night program on September 15 will begin at 7 p.m. in the DeGraff Community Center at 139 Division Street.  The program is open to the public.  Parking is available behind the Community Center.   The History of the Niagara County Sheriff’s Department, produced by Chief Deputy Christopher J. Carlin, will be the program for the evening.  Parents may bring their children for free child safety identification fingerprinting.   Refreshments will be served.
· North Tonawanda Seaway Trail Walks continue on Wednesdays through September 28, beginning at 5 p.m. in the parking lot of the Herschell Carrousel Factory Museum.   $8 adults, $4 children.
· North Tonawanda Ghost Walks begin at 7 p.m. at 314 Oliver Street, Fridays from September 16 through October 28; $10 adults, $5 children 7 – 11; under 7 free.

· Fridays, October 14, 21, and 28 – Thirteen Historic Ghosts of the Niagara Frontier in the Haunted Gardens on the Eerie Canal – from 6 to 8 p.m. each night – watch for or call for further details.
· Saturday & Sunday, October 15 & 16 – Doors Open Niagara 2005 –  Museum open both days 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

· Thursday, October 20, begins at 7 p.m. – 2nd Annual Ethnic Heritage Night - “Multi-culturism:  The American Gumbo” presented by the Hill Brothers, a fun-filled concert of participatory songs from different cultures that make up our country.  The Hill Brothers, armed with a slew of intriguing musical instruments (guitar, jaw harp, banjo, mandolin, dulcimer &/or washtub bass) and a zest for exploring history through music, will delight attendees of all ages. Program open to the public.  In the DeGraff Community Center, 139 Division Street.  Parking available behind the Community Center.  

· Thursday, November 15, begins at 7 p.m. – 2nd Annual Military Heritage Night – John W. Percy:  “The War of 1812 on the Niagara Frontier” and William S. Strapko:  “World  War II:  The 483rd Bomber Squadron”.  Percy has been the Town of Tonawanda Historian for over thirty years.  A retired history teacher, he has written extensively about local history.  Strapko is a North Tonawanda resident. In the DeGraff Community Center, 139 Division Street.

· Saturday, December 17,  begins at  1 p.m. -  2nd Annual Ethnic Christmas:  Italian Christmas – “The Legend of LaBefana” presented by Dr. Emelise Aleandri, Artistic Director, Frizzi & Lazzi The Olde Time Italian-American Music & Theatre Company.  This program is made possible through Speakers in the Humanities, a program of the New York Council for the Humanities.  Dr. Aleandri will present a musical production, enjoyed by children and adults alike, which celebrates Italian tradition and culture for the Christmas holidays.  Written by Dr. Aleandri, the program borrows from many different versions of the 
Italian myth, and recreates the story of the good Italian Witch who visits children on the eve of the Epiphany and leaves presents for good children, but coal, stones, and ashes for naughty ones.  Many variations on the ancient legend of LaBefana have come down to us by tradition and folklore.  Also, purchase your last minute Christmas gifts with a historical twist.   In the DeGraff Community Center, 139 Division Street.
· There will be NO January History Night in order to avoid bringing our elderly history buffs out in inclement weather.

AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE AT THE MUSEUM OR BY MAIL!
· “A Definitive Guide To A Tour Of Historic Homes & Sites In North Tonawanda,” new self-guided walking/driving tour guide of North Tonawanda’s historic sites - $8 plus sales tax.

· The 2006 Polish-American calendars by Don Samull, Polonia’s “calendar man,” including a fact-a-day and a recipe-a-month, all focusing on Polish-American traditions and history.  Includes information on the art of wycinanki:  Polish paper cut-outs.   A description of the “calendar man” is also included- $6 plus sales tax.

· The Museum’s first in its series of North Tonawanda Heritage Cookbooks, “North Tonawanda Ethnic Heritage Cookbook”-  $6.69 including sales tax.  
All items may be purchased by mail.  Include $3 per order for each 1 – 3 copies of any items (may be mixed).

See online gift shop at www.nthistorymuseum.org for additional items available.
WILL YOU BECOME A MEMBER?
Please select a member level:

___
Individual



$15.00

___
Family (2 or more)


$25.00

___
Senior Citizen



$10.00

___
Student




$  5.00

___
Student Group



$30.00

___
Business/Civic/Professional

$50.00

___
Historical Organization


$25.00

___
Contributing


            $100.00

___
Life



            $250.00*

*Life membership fees are deposited in the Collections Acquisition/Exhibit Maintenance Endowment Fund, the earnings of which only will be used in the future for Collections Acquisition and Exhibit Maintenance.

HAVE YOU CONSIDERED PLANNED GIVING?

Talk to your attorney or tax advisor about how to use planned giving to help us maintain and ensure the permanence of the North Tonawanda History Museum:

· Bequest by will

· Charitable Annuity Trust

· Charitable Unitrust

· Pooled Income Fund

· Charitable Gift Annuity

· Charitable Life Insurance

· Charitable Lead Trust

Will you consider a donation to help ensure the permanence of the Museum?
____ NORTH TONAWANDA HERITAGE PROGRAM ENDOWMENT FUND

Earnings only will be utilized for operating expenses in the future.
___ COLLECTIONS ACQUISITION/EXHIBIT MAINTENANCE FUND

Earnings only will be utilized for acquisition of collections and exhibit maintenance.
___ THE “FUTURE OF OUR PAST” CAPITAL FUND DONORS
To provide for the future permanent home of the Museum.
Donations may also be allocated for specific purposes:

___ General operating expenses.              ____ Educational Programming
___ Other (specify) _____________________________________________

___ In memory of _________________________________________________________________

___ In honor of ___________________________________________________________________

Send acknowledgment letter to:

Special instructions:
Please complete the information below:

Your Name

Address

City





State
ZIP

E-Mail Adress


The North Tonawanda History Museum received a Provisional Charter from the Regents of the State of New York on April 20, 2004, and is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit corporation 

MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of the North Tonawanda History Museum is to assemble, preserve, protect, and exhibit collections pertaining to the history of North Tonawanda, its people and community life, focusing especially on our rich immigrant heritage and role as an important shipping and manufacturing center strategically located on the historic Erie Canal and Niagara River in the 19th and 20th centuries.  As a research and educational institution, we plan to be both an active participant in the historical and cultural tourism focus of North Tonawanda and a focal point for students of all ages to participate in historical studies and activities of the City.

VISION STATEMENT

The North Tonawanda History Museum will provide leadership to the North Tonawanda community in the promotion of historic awareness and interpretation of the people's history in the community.

Mission and Vision Statements Approved by the Board of Trustees, February 19, 2004

NORTH TONAWANDA HISTORY MUSEUM

314 Oliver Street

North Tonawanda, NY 14120
