NORTH TONAWANDA HISTORY MUSEUM

314 Oliver Street
North Tonawanda, New York 14120

(716) 213-0554 -  e-mail:  nthistorymuseum@aol.com - website: www.nthistorymuseum.org
NORTH TONAWANDA HISTORIC GARDENS CONTEST & TOUR  2006
Announcement and Rules

The Board of Trustees of the North Tonawanda History Museum and the Towpath Tiller are pleased to announce the 2nd Annual North Tonawanda Historic Gardens Contest.   Project Pride and the Downtown Merchants Association of North Tonawanda are official sponsors of the Historic Gardens Tour which will be developed from the contest.  The 2006 contest is open to residents, businesses, and civic and cultural organizations of North Tonawanda.  The contest is meant to encourage visitors to our city as well as to serve our residents and to emphasize the enjoyment of history, things historical, and gardening.  The 2005 contest resulted in the North Tonawanda Historic Gardens Tour 2005, a walking/driving tour of twelve participating gardens.  The tour brought in visitors from other communities and proved to be a satisfying experience for the visitors as well as for the gardeners.
The contest is:

· A city wide garden project with a historic theme requirement for participation

· Meant to stimulate residents, businesses, and other organizations to turn the entire city into a garden city for the summer months

· Meant to stimulate interest in things historical

The tour is:

· Meant to showcase North Tonawanda and its homes and gardens to residents and non-residents as a wonderful community in which to live.

· Meant to encourage interest in combining a love of gardening with an interest in history.
Judging: 

· May 1 through July 31. Resultant tour will run from June 15 through August 31.  

Specifications for participation:

· The garden must include a historic theme of any kind.  Use your imagination!
· Gardens in the front yard and visible from the street so that elderly or handicapped individuals may view and enjoy them from their vehicles are encouraged. 
· Individuals with gardens in the rear or side yards must make their garden(s) open to the public on specific days and times throughout July and August.  Days and times for viewing of side and rear gardens as specified by each gardener will be included on the tour maps.
· A written description of the garden’s theme should be included on the entry form. 
· A written description of the history of the home, if known, should also be included.
· A written description of the family’s or individual gardener’s history may also be included.
· Photos of the gardens would be appreciated.  You may submit photos of earlier years or submit photos at any time throughout May, June, July, and until August 15.
· By participating in the contest, gardener authorizes the Museum to use any written descriptions provided and any photos provided in news releases, on the tour map, and on the Museum website descriptions of the garden tour.
· Provide the specific days and times the side and rear garden(s) will be accessible for viewing.  Front gardens should be visible at any time.  You may specify days of the week, times of day, and may offer viewing on as many or as few days and times as is convenient to the gardener.  Some gardeners in 2005 selected all Sunday afternoons from 2 to 5 p.m., some had all Sunday afternoons except specified Sundays when they would be away or have another commitment.  Weekday and evening hours may be selected as well.  The tour map will specify the days and times for each individual garden location.  All gardens must be open for viewing at some times from June 15 through August 31.  

· Judges must be given access from May 1 through August 31.  Please specify the prime blooming time for your garden so that judges may visit during that period. 
Tour maps showing locations of participating gardens will be available beginning June 15, 2006, at the North Tonawanda History Museum offices at 314 Oliver Street; Hodgepodge at 72 Webster Street; Budwey’s Supermarket at 535 Division Street; the North Tonawanda City Clerk’s office, 216 Payne Avenue;  the North Tonawanda Senior Center, 110 Goundry Street; the North Tonawanda Public Library, 505 Meadow Drive; the Office of the Mayor in City Hall at 216 Payne Avenue; and the Chamber of Commerce of the Tonawandas at 15 Webster Street.

Prizes:

Prizes will be awarded based on various categories, depending on participation.  The 2005 contest resulted in winners in the following categories: most creative, most colorful garden, best design, best old-fashioned. most welcoming, most spectacular, most classic, most eye-catching, most established, most original, best historic theme.
NORTH TONAWANDA HISTORIC GARDENS CONTEST 2005
ENTRY FORM

The person who signs the Entry Form below (1) hereby enters the North Tonawanda History Museum Historic Gardens Contest 2006, (2) acknowledges that he or she has read, and agrees to, the Historic Gardens Contest Announcement and Rules, and (3) agrees that the North Tonawanda History Museum shall have the right to promote his or her garden as part of the contest and resultant tour and to use all written descriptions and/or photos provided in promoting the tour and future tours. 
_____
I/we wish to register as a participating entry in the contest. 
_____
Garden is a front garden, visible from the street.

_____
Garden is a side garden.  

_____
Garden is a rear garden.

_____
Garden is a combination of front and/or side and/or rear gardens.  Specify:_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____
Description of theme of garden(s):  ___________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________

_____
Description of history of home (if known):_____________________________________


_______________________________________________________________________



_______________________________________________________________________

_____
Description of gardener’s family or gardener (if desired):_________________________



_______________________________________________________________________



_______________________________________________________________________

______
Specified times for viewing of side and rear gardens by visitors for publishing on tour 


maps: __________________________________________________________________




Day(s) of week



Hours (specify a.m. or p.m.)



Exceptions necessary for personal commitments or vacations:



_______________________________________________________________________

       ______
Recommended best period for judging garden(s): _______________________________
Signature






Print Name
Address

Phone(s)




Email

Signature of parent or guardian (if entrant is under 18 years of age):

Mail or deliver all entries to:

North Tonawanda History Museum
314 Oliver Street
North Tonawanda, NY 14120
